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In view of my past relations with the Standard Oil Com-
pany I fear that such a construction will he put upon re-
ceiving any aid from them. In returning the money to them
I wish it made clear to them that there is not the slightest
personal feeling against them, and that they can count upon
being treated exactly as well by the administration, exactly
as fairly, as if we had accepted the contribution. They
shall not suffer in any way because we refused it, just as
they would not have gained in any way if we had accepted
it. But I am not willing that it should be accepted, and
must ask that you tell Mr. Bliss to return it.9'

October 27, 1904

"As supplemental to my letter of yesterday, containing
my request that any contribution which the Standard Oil
people may have made to the campaign be immediately re-
turned, I wish to add that my judgment as to the propriety
of this action is confirmed because of the fact brought into
especial prominence by the Standard Oil Company's publi-
cation in the newspapers (which I saw after my letter was
written and sent) that much importance seems to be at-
tached to the political attitude of this company. Further-
more, in view of the open and pronounced opposition of the
Standard Oil Company to the establishment of the Bureau
of Corporations, one of the most important accomplish-
ments of my administration, I do not feel willing to accept
its aid- I request, therefore, that the contribution be re-
turned without further delay.

"Of course I do not wish any public statement made
about this matter, nor to take any step that will seem as if
I were casting any reflection upon the Standard Oil people
or their motives in making the contribution."

Eoosevelt supposed that Ms wishes in regard to any
contribution which the Standard Oil Company might have
made had been complied with by the National noTnmitt.ee,
and it was not until four years later (September, 1908)
that he learned the truth about the matter. It was then
made known to him that no contribution had been made